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THE UNITED STATES. 

Probably nowhere in the world has the process of industrial development 
been so rapid and radical as in the United States of America. Within a com- 
paratively short time our country has developed from a somewhat backward 
predominantly agricultural community into one of the leading industrial 
nations. The industrial revolution naturally brought about a corresponding 
change in the social relations of our population. To-day the number of its 
permanent wage workers is no fewer than 12,500,000 ; the standing army of 
unemployed and " tramps " reaches 1,500,000, and more than one half of the 
entire wealth of the country is concentrated in the hands of less than 40,000 
families. The United States, which but half a century ago could truthfully 
boast of being, to some extent, a country of free and equal citizens (at least 
as far as the white population was concerned), has to-day become the seat of 
the most glaring social contrasts between the two contending classes of modern 
society — capitalists and wage workers. The antagonism between these classes 
finds expression in the ever-increasing number of " strikes," " lock-outs," 
" boycotts," and other demonstrations of hostility, and the war between 
them grows in dimension and intensity with every year. Between 1881 and 
1901 nearly 7,000,000 of American working-men are said to have been involved 
in 24,000 strikes and lock-outs, and during the past three years these numbers 
have considerably increased. 

Within the last decade there was hardly a strike of any importance in which 
the combined powers of our government, the judiciary, the police, the State 
militia, and the Federal troops did not interfere on behalf of the employers, 
and did not seek to force the strikers into submission by intimidation and 
violence. In fact, we may assert that with perhaps the single exception 
of Russia, there is no civilised country in which the government is so openly 
and aggressively allied with the class of exploiters, and so nakedly and 
cynically inimical to labour, as the " free and democratic " republic of 
America. 

The Trade Union Movement. 

As in all other countries the exploitation and oppression of labour resulted 
in the organisation of the working class for the purpose of self-defence. In the 
United States the earliest and most prevalent forms of such organisation were 
the trade unions. The number of organised working-men in the United States 
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is at present estimated at about 3,250,000, and, with some exceptions, they are 
affiliated with one of the four existing national confederations of trade unions : 
The American Federation of Labour, the American Labour Union, the Knights 
of Labour, and the Socialist Trade and Labour Alliance. Of these the American 
Federation of Labour is numerically the most powerful. On May 1st, 1904, the 
federation consisted of 118 national organisations, having a total of 23,500 
subordinate unions, 1,501 local trade unions, 604 city central labour unions, 
and 32 State federations. The total membership of the federation exceeded 
2,000,000. It was organised in 1881, and almost three-fourths of its membership 
was acquired during the last four years. 

The Socialists have always regarded the American Federation of Labour as a 
promising field for the propaganda of Socialism, and invariably bring up the 
discussion of Socialism at its annual conventions by means of offering a reso- 
lution declaring for the cardinal principles of Socialism. On the whole the 
Socialist Party has no reason to be discouraged with the progress of the Socialist 
sentiment in the federation. 

Next in numerical importance is the American Labour Union, organised in 
1898 under the name of the " Western Labour Union/* and in 1902 the present 
name was adopted at an annual convention, and the jurisdiction of 
the body was extended to cover the entire country, the organisation 
declaring in favour of International Socialism and the Socialist Party. The 
union represents over 200,000 members. The once famous order of 
Knights of Labour is now of hardly any influence in the labour 
movement. The Socialist Trade and Labour Alliance is an organisation 
created by some members of the Socialist Labour Party in opposition 
to the existing bodies of trade unions. It never played any serious 
part in the labour movement, and to-day leads a purely nominal existence. 
In addition, there are also national organisations of railroad employes and 
workers in the building trades, numbering at least half -a-million, which are not 
affiliated with any of the national federations. 

The Socialist Movement. 

The Socialist movement of the United States has experienced a most mar* 
vellous change since the last International Congress. At Paris, in 1900, our 
delegates represented a rather insignificant and much-divided movement. 
The old Socialist Labour Party, as well as the new Social Democratic Party, 
was torn into factions, and what little there was of a Socialist movement was 
separated into three distinct national organisations and a number of indepen- 
dent State and local organisations. In July, 1901, a convention was held 
in the City of Indianopolis at which all Socialist organisations, with the 
exception of the Socialist Labour Party, united under the name of the Socialist 
Party. Since then the progress of our movement in this country has been 
rapid as well as sound. In 1900 the enrolled membership of our party, or its 
predecessors, probably did not exceed 5,000, and the majority of these were 
foreigners ; in December, 1903, the National Secretary of our party reported 
a dues-paying membership of about 25,000, and the overwhelming majority 
of them consisted of American-born citizens. At the last convention of our 
party, May, 1904, 129 out of the 183 assembled delegates were American born. 
At the last Congress we reported that the highest combined vote cast for all 
Socialist parties was 93,000 ; two years later, in 1902, that vote increased to 
over 200,000. In 1900 the number of Socialists elected to public office in 
the United States hardly exceeded a dozen. To-day our party has elected V 
public office in various parts of the country 350 of its members. 



158 



REFORM IN MANY LANDS. 



The last convention of our party was decidedly the most representative and 
important gathering of Socialists ever held in America. For the first time 
every important State of the union, East, West, North, and South, was repre- 
sented in a national Socialist gathering. The proceedings of the conven- 
tion, and the platform and resolutions adopted by it, amply attested the sound 
and class conscious character of the membership. The convention nominated 
as its candidate for President of the United States, Eugene V. Debs, and as the 
party's candidate for Vice-President, Benjamin Hanford. 

William Mailly, 

Chicago, 1U., 1904. National Secretary. 




